APPENDIX I

LETTERS FROM THE REV. THOMAS SWIFT, SENIOR

A S affording some idea of the characteristics inherited by Swift
-tV from his paternal relations, the following letters seem of
sufficient interest to justify their inclusion in this Appendix. The
originals are preserved amongst Bishop Rennet's manuscripts in
the British Museum (Lansdowne, 1039, ff. 130-133).

THE REV. THOMAS SWIFT l TO THE REV. JOHN WHITEHALL2

May 23, 1667.

DEAR SIR,

I WAS very glad to receive a letter from you, dated the i5th
instant, which came to my hands yesterday, and I hope ere this
you are at Peterborough, and so now to the favour I am to beg
of you. Not long after the King came in I was presented by the
Lord Chancellor to Thorpe Mandeville, Co. Northampton,3 and
there not being any bishop of the diocese, I did, as others in the
like case, take institution of Dr. William Meyricke,4 the then
pretended Vicar General. A private patron that laid claim to
the same living, one Richard Gardner, presently after presents to

1  The Rev. Thomas Swift (supra, p. 59, n. 2} was the second son of Swift's
grandfather, the Rev. Thomas Swift of Goodrich.   He entered Wadham Col-
lege, Oxford, in 1653, and proceeded from Balliol College, B.A. in 1656, and
M.A. in 1659.   After the Restoration he was nominated to the Rectory of
Thorpe Mandeville, to which as appears from this letter he was unable to claim
institution, and in 1666 became Rector of the Church of St. Edmund in Lon-
don.   He is said by Swift to have died young (Forster's "Life," p. n).   He
married a daughter of Sir William Davenant, and so far as is known had only
one child, Swift's cousin Thomas.

2  The Rev. John Whitehall, who was at Balliol College at the same time as
the Rev. Thomas Swift, was then chaplain to the Bishop of Peterborough. ^ He
became a Canon of Peterborough and held several benefices in that and adjoin-
ing dioceses.   His death took place in 1686.

* Thorpe Mandeville, a benefice in the diocese of Peterborough, lies in the
north-eastern part of Northamptonshire, adjoining Oxfordshire.

4 Meyricke, who was knighted by Charles II, was judge of the Prerogative
Court of Canterbury.

I                     "                          BBt, but, what the Pow'rs ordain, relate."
